
 

South Brent Bird Survey 
10-year Anniversary 

 
 

How many bird species have been recorded?  And where have they been seen in the parish?  Which 

have bred in South Brent?  In which months of the year were they present? 

Read on for the definitive answers to these and other questions. 

The South Brent Parish Bird Survey began in 2014, and for the first three years each 1-km square (monad) 

comprising the parish was visited at least once every month by an experienced birder.  The results were published in 

2018 in The Birds of South Brent Parish.  Since then, the survey has continued, mainly in the form of January and 

May surveys to cover the winter and breeding periods.  Again, all squares were visited during each of these annual 

surveys.  In addition, for other months, casual records have continued to add to our knowledge of the South Brent 

avifauna. 

While the aim of this document is primarily to show the results from the first decade of the survey, a small number of 

2024 records have been included – ie from the 11th year.  These will be expanded over time to show our 

second decade survey results. 

The following pages list 143 bird species1 which have been recorded in the parish since 2014, and provide up-to-date 

information on distribution, annual changes, seasonal occurrence and breeding status.  The information is explained in 

the example below. 

 

 

 

Map. The map shows the 52 1-km squares comprising the South Brent Parish area. Yellow and purple lines separate 

the Central Zone from the North (moorland) and South (south of the A38 and outside the Dartmoor National Park) 

Zones, respectively. Grey blobs indicate known occurrence during 2014-16, and green blobs reflect occurrence in any 

additional squares in 2017 or later. 



Breeding Status. Using BTO codes, and based on appropriate evidence, these indicate whether the species is, or 

has been, either a confirmed, probable or possible breeder since 2014.  ‘none recorded’ indicates a lack of evidence 

for breeding. 

Bar-chart. This shows the number of squares in which the species was recorded in January (blue bar) and May 

(orange bar) each year since 2014.  Green blobs on the x-axis show that the species was recorded only in months 

other than January and May in the given year. 

Box. This shows monthly occurrence. Grey infill shows occurrence during 2014-16, and green shows occurrence in 

any additional months from 2017 onwards. 

 

 

1 We have said 143 species for convenience.  In fact there are 141 true species plus the ‘Italian’ Sparrow subspecies 

and the aggregate term ‘Harrier sp. 
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Barn Owl Tyto alba

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros

Blackbird Turdus merula

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 45

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions

Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus

Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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 Square count 2014-2016 = 3

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 6
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 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 0

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Brambling Fringilla montifringilla

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula

Buzzard Buteo buteo

0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5

3

3.5

N
o

. o
f 

Sq
u

ar
es

Year

January May Only in other months

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

N
o

. o
f 

Sq
u

ar
es

Year

January May Only in other months

0
5

10
15
20
25
30
35
40
45

N
o

. o
f 

Sq
u

ar
es

Year

January May Only in other months







 

  

   

      

      

     

     



J F M A M J J A S O N D

Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 37
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 0

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Canada Goose Branta canadensis

Carrion Crow Corvus corone

Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti
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 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 0
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Map data: Breeding status: probable

 Square count 2014-2016 = 3

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 4

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions

Chaffinch Fringilla coeleb

Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita

Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 32

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 0

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1

Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus

Coal Tit Periparus ater

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 21

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 2

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos

Coot Fulica atra

Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 22

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 13
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 1

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1

Crossbill Loxia curvirostra

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus

Curlew Numenius arquata

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 49

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1

Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata

Dipper Cinclus cinclus

Dunnock Prunella modularis

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 18

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 6

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris

Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 0



J F M A M J J A S O N D

Map data: Breeding status: none recorded
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 16

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 5

Goldcrest Regulus regulus

Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus

Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 4

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1

Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis

Goosander Mergus merganser

Goshawk Accipiter gentilis

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

N
o

. o
f 

Sq
u

ar
es

Year

January May Only in other months

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

N
o

. o
f 

Sq
u

ar
es

Year

January May Only in other months

0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1

N
o

. o
f 

Sq
u

ar
es

Year

January May Only in other months





 

   

 





J F M A M J J A S O N D

Map data: Breeding status: probable
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 33
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 1
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Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia

Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 46

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 0
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 1

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1

Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major

Great Tit Parus major

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 38

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 0
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 1

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 0

Green Woodpecker Picus viridis

Greenfinch Chloris chloris

Greenshank Tringa nebularia

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 40
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 42
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 5

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 3

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea

Harrier species Circus sp.

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 0
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 45

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 3

Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes

Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus

Herring Gull Larus argentatus

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: probable

 Square count 2014-2016 = 23
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 47

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 2

Hobby Falco subbuteo

Hoopoe Upupa epops

House Martin Delichon urbicum

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 35
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 0
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 2

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1

House Sparrow Passer domesticus

'Italian' Sparrow Passer italiae

Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 40
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Map data: Breeding status: probable

 Square count 2014-2016 = 42
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 44

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 3

Jackdaw Corvus monedula

Jay Garrulus glandarius

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 13

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 3
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 0
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 3

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 0

Kingfisher Alcedo atthis

Lady Amherst's Pheasant Chrysolophus amherstiae

Lammergeier Gypaetus barbatus

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 0

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 8
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 20

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 4
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Map data: Breeding status: probable

 Square count 2014-2016 = 7

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 3

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus

Lesser Redpoll Acanthis cabaret

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 1

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 0
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 10

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1

Lesser Whitethroat Curruca curruca

Linnet Linaria cannabina

Little Egret Egretta garzetta

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 4

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 2
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 3

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 1

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 0

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis

Little Owl Athene noctua

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 36

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 9

Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus

Magpie Pica pica

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 49

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1

Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus

Marsh Tit Poecile palustris

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 15

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 0

Merlin Falco columbarius

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus

Moorhen Gallinula chloropus

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 5

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 0



J F M A M J J A S O N D

Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 0

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1





  

    

     

      

      

      

 

J F M A M J J A S O N D

Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 38

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1

Mute Swan Cygnus olor

Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus

Nuthatch Sitta europaea

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 2

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 0
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 30

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 5

Osprey Pandion haliaetus

Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus

Peregrine Falco peregrinus

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 46
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 Square count 2014-2016 = 4
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 46

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 0

Pheasant Phasianus colchicus

Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca

Pied/White Wagtail Motacilla alba

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 1

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 0
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 52

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 0
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 1

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1

Pintail Anas acuta

Raven Corvus corax

Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 8

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 9
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 0

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 3
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 0

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1

Red Kite Milvus milvus

Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio

Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 5

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 4
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 0
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 15

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 4

Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa

Redshank Tringa totanus

Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 45
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 25

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 2
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 0

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1

Redwing Turdus iliacus

Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus

Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 47

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 0
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 39

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1

Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus

Robin Erithacus rubecula

Rook Corvus frugilegus

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 6

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 2
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 9

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 0

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1

Sand Martin Riparia riparia

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 18
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 46

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 2

Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus

Siskin Carduelis spinus

Skylark Alauda arvensis
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Map data: Breeding status: probable

 Square count 2014-2016 = 27
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 41

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1

Snipe Gallinago gallinago

Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 47

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 0

 

   

  

   

   

    

    

  



J F M A M J J A S O N D

Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 29
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 49

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 0

Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata

Starling Sturnus vulgaris

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: probable

 Square count 2014-2016 = 37

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 36
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 52

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 0

Stock Dove Columba oenas

Stonechat Saxicola rubicola

Swallow Hirundo rustica

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed
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 Square count 2014-2016 = 27

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 2
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 6

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 0

Swift Apus apus

Tawny Owl Strix aluco

Teal Anas crecca

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 33

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 2

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 0

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis

Treecreeper Certhia familiaris

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 32

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 3
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 0
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 20

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1

Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 0

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 2
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 33

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 4
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 4

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1

White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons

Whitethroat Curruca communis

Wigeon Anas penelope

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 3

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 0
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 42

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 4
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 1

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 0

Willow Tit Poecile montanus

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus

Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 24

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 4
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 46

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1

Woodcock Scolopax rusticola

Woodlark Lullula arborea

Woodpigeon Columba palumbus

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 50

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 1
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 2

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 0

 



 



J F M A M J J A S O N D

Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 3

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 3

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes

Wryneck Jynx torquilla

Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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Map data: Breeding status: none recorded

 Square count 2014-2016 = 2

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 0



  

    

     

     

     

   

  

 

J F M A M J J A S O N D

Map data: Breeding status: confirmed

 Square count 2014-2016 = 32

 Additional squares 2017+ additions = 4

Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella

Occurrence by Month: 2014-16 & 2017+ additions
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