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It's not over until the last bird sings, by which I mean breeding records. A juvenile Cuckoo along 

with its Meadow Pipit host was seen just south of Glasscombe Corner on the 29th. On the same day 

a brood of Sparrowhawks were heard near the old waterworks and searches for Buzzard young on 

the 27th and 28th revealed four sites with juveniles, singletons on two sites, two on a third site and an 

unknown number calling from a private woodland. A juvenile between Great Aish and 

Gribblesdown was watched sitting in a tree for two hours. It was visited once by an adult which had 

no food, the adult departed after about one minute and the juvenile had bouts of begging calls 

between long periods of silence. Between Inglenook and the railway a single juvenile was seen 

hunting on the ground before retreating to a tree, but no adults were seen. Near Overbrent two 

juveniles were present, at one time soaring with an adult and juvenile calls were heard from 

Thynacombe Wood with an adult in the area. The search for Buzzard was prompted by a report on 

the 26th of young heard near Inglenook and on Brent Hill. 

 

The Great Aish juvenile was still sitting in the same tree on the morning of the 31st, although on a 

different branch. I can't help feeling that it should be out with a parent going to a source of food 

rather than sitting in a tree constantly begging to be fed. 

 

Following up on the Spotted Flycatchers mentioned last week resulted in an adult and a juvenile 

bird being seen at Merrifield Plantation on the 25th. There were also two Sedge Warblers there that 

morning with two others near Dockwell Hole on the 30th. Birds still carrying food for young on the 

moor included Meadow Pipit and Blackbird. Relatively recently fledged birds seen include 

Dunnock and Pied Wagtail. There has been a considerable reduction in the numbers of Stonechat 

on the moor and most locally fledged Whinchat families have departed the area. I would expect 

family parties from further north to start to move through the area by the third week in August. 

Others have reported few Meadow Pipits and Skylarks on the higher more remote sections of the 

moor. The most common migrant moving through at the moment are Willow Warblers, mainly 

juvenile birds, in their distinct yellow tinged plumage. 

 

 

Bird records included are as submitted; this does not necessarily mean that they have been accepted. 

 

 

 


