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A little flurry of sightings on the 3rd with a Redstart in the Dockwell area, several Song 

Thrushes and a small number of Coal Tits above the old pumphouse on the Avon suggest passage 

birds, 4 Stonechats in the large gulley below Western White Barrow suggest the same, a single 

Wheatear at Eastern White Barrow, a flock of about 15 House Martins over Zeal Gulley and the 

Little Grebe still on the reservoir. An East Devon Branch field meeting that walked from Shipley 

Bridge to the dam that morning reported a male Ring Ouzel, a Whinchat and a passage of 

Swallows down the valley. At Gidley Bridge there as a single Willow Tit. 

 

The first Redwings of the winter were reported on the 4th, a flock of 8 birds over Hillside. There 

has been at least one other report since then. Ring Ouzels have been reported feeding on berries 

below the dam. 

 

On the 6th a Little Egret was seen in a field adjacent to Stidston Lane, this is the first record for 

this species on the survey area in 2016. It has been seen subsequently so appears to have taken up 

residence along the Horsebrook towards Portford Bridge. 

 

A rather late Chiffchaff was singing at Cornsclose on the 8th and at least two were seen at 

Dockwell Hole on the 9th. 

 

Three individual Snipe were flushed on two different moorland squares on the 9th. 

 

Yellowhammers are still in evidence on moorland squares, however some have also been reported 

at lower levels, often in the vicinity of stubble fields. Much the same applies to Stonechats where 

several are still being seen on the moor, although probably not the same birds that occupied the 

areas during the breeding season. Two have been reported from lowland squares south of the A38 

including one in a field where a bird wintered last winter. 

 

There is the start of a Pied Wagtail roost in the village with at least two dozen seen around the PD 

Services building. Blackcaps have been reported from two of the village squares. 

 

Last week, despite being informed that an estimate of 25 Canada Geese in the area was a local 

record count, I didn't include the information as much because my own feelings from a site I was 

previously involved in are that this species are nothing more than a pest. Well, in the interests of 

impartiality, I can now report an estimated count of 40 this week, the pest is increasing rapidly, lets 

hope these were just fly over birds and the problem is elsewhere. 

 

 

Bird records included are as submitted; this does not necessarily mean that they have been accepted. 

 

 

 

 


