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The Birds of South Brent Parish 

before, during and beyond the 2014–16 survey 

2022 ADDENDUM 
The Birds of South Brent Parish (TBOSBP) was published in March 2018, and although it included records from 

2017 and early 2018, it is now out of date by nearly five years. It has, therefore, been decided to produce an 

Addendum to accompany the latest small print run of the book. The focus is on additions to the parish list and 

records of other rare and scarce species since 2017, but also includes occurrences in new months, new breeding 

records and some other observations of change.  

Before the survey started, 153 bird species, excluding escapes and introductions, had been recorded in the 

parish. The total includes Black Tern and Leach’s Petrel, overlooked in the historical records when compiling 

TBOSBP, but not the 2016 Lammergeier (not considered to be a truly wild bird: see p 25 of TBOSBP). Although 

only 131 species have been recorded since 2014, this includes 12 not previously recorded in the parish. These  

bring the parish total to 165, and their origins are as follows: 

Added during the 2014–16 survey and included in TBOSBP 5 species 

Added during 2017 and early 2018 and included in TBOSBP 4 species 

Added since the publication of TBOSBP 3 species 

 

Additions to the parish list from historical records (pre-2014 but not in TBOSBP) 
• Black Tern. One picked up in a field at Aish on 27 Oct 1952 (Devon Bird Report 1952 and The Birds of 

Dartmoor by Roger Smaldon 2005). The first record for Dartmoor, presumably dead, and possibly long-

dead as Smaldon refers to ‘remains’ being found. 

• Leach’s Petrel. One found dead in a farmyard at South Brent 5 Oct 1983, (Devon Bird Report 1983).  

Additions to the parish list since the publication of TBOSBP  
• Common Rosefinch. One briefly on a bird feeder in a Sanderspool garden on 19 Nov 2019 (JD). A rare 

vagrant to Devon, mostly on Lundy, and only the third record for Dartmoor. 

• Redshank. One at the Avon Dam on 16 Jul 2020 (PR). 

• Cetti’s Warbler. Heard singing at Dockwell Hole on 31 May 2022, and subsequently on I & 10 Jun (PR, 

DS). Probably also the unidentified bird heard singing at the same site on 12 May 2021. First record for 

Dartmoor. 

Other taxa recorded only since 2017, but not added to the parish list 
• Unidentified Acrocephalus warbler species. One heard singing from riverside scrub above Shipley on 

22 Jun 2018 (PR) was probably a Reed Warbler, but particularly at that time of year, Marsh Warbler, 

cannot be discounted as it only sang for a short while and no recording was made. Either species would 

have been new to the parish but cannot be included in species totals as identification unconfirmed. 

• ‘Italian’ Sparrow. A bird which closely resembled an Italian Sparrow (a hybrid between House and 

Spanish Sparrows) was first noted in a Hillside garden in Jan 2020 and recorded almost daily until Jun, 

then briefly in Oct 2020 and Jan 2021 (SH). In the absence of a DNA sample, the cautious identification 

is that it was an aberrant House Sparrow, so not included. 

• White-fronted Goose. A bird of unknown origin and purity (perhaps an escaped hybrid) was first seen 

flying over the village with Canada Geese on 31 Mar and 3 Apr 2020 (PM), and later at the Avon Dam 

on 23 Apr and 6 May (PR). Not included in species totals as unlikely to be a truly wild bird, but not 

previously recorded in the parish. 

• Silver Pheasant. A female in Bullhornstone Lane on 7 Apr 2020 (GR) was clearly an escape or released 

bird, but a species not previously recorded in the parish. 
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Species on the parish list recorded since 2017, but not during 2014–17 
• Nightjar. One churring upriver from Shipley Bridge on 22 Jun 2018 (PR), the first parish record since one 

in 1963 at Moorgate. Also heard and seen, with up to two birds, during May–Jul 2019 & 2020, but not 

subsequently. 

• Crossbill. One over Stidston on 23 Apr 2019 (DS) was the first since one over the village in Jun 2013, 

itself the first since last recorded at Moorgate in 1975. Three feeding in a tall Sitka spruce at Didworthy 

on 17 Oct 2020 (MI) were probably the first in the parish seen other than in flight. 

• Golden Oriole. One heard on 4 Jun 2021 at Moorgate (LH, RH, RP), was the first since one at the same 

site in Jun 1955, so only the second record for the parish. 

• Whimbrel. One heard flying over the Dockwell area on 28 May 2022 (PR) was the first since one over 

Moorgate in Aug 1977. 

Other notable records since 2017 
• Black Redstart in summer. In addition to regular autumn records, one on 5 Jul 2022 on the Avon Dam 

(PR) followed records from the same site on 21 Jul 2017 and 16 Aug 2016. Summer records on Dartmoor 

are unusual, and may suggest a local breeding population, though the species is not known to breed on 

Dartmoor or even, currently, in Devon.  

• Cirl Bunting. A singing male on 22 & 24 May 2019 (PR) was the first since Jul 2016, and only the fourth 

record for the parish. It was followed by three singing males, two accompanied by females, at two new 

sites during 16 Apr – 9 Jul 2022, (KH, PR, DS). Site names withheld for this nationally rare breeding 

species. 

• Hawfinch. One on Aish Ridge 14 Jan 2018, (PR), the first for the parish and included in TBOSBP, was 

followed by another in a Hillside garden on 3 Apr 2018 (SH). 

• Lapwing. During a cold spell, at least 100 in a field near Broad Moor on 2 Feb 2019 (S&PD), were the 

first since two over Overbrent in Jan 2017, and the first on the ground since 2010. The only other record 

was of one near Lincombe on 17 Jan 2021 (MG). 

• Little Egret. One at various sites around the village in Dec 2021 and Jan 2022 (DS et al.) was the first 

since one in Oct 2016. 

• Marsh Harrier. A juvenile hunted in the Avon valley near Small Brook on 8 Sep (AS). 

• Red-backed Shrike. After the first parish record in Jun 2017, there were two in 2021: a male in the Glaze 

valley on 14 Jun (NC, MD) and a juvenile in the Avon valley on 8 Sep (AS). 

• Red Grouse. At least one was flushed below Eastern White Barrow on 30 Nov 2019 (per Devon Birds), 

the first record since fresh droppings were found in Dec 2014, and the first sighting in the parish since 

2002. 

Notable additional breeding records since 2017 
• Cirl Bunting. At one of the sites where a pair was recorded in 2022, breeding was confirmed by the 

presence of a nest, but it had probably been predated and breeding was unsuccessful (DS). 

• Great Crested Grebe. Although an annual spring visitor to the Avon Dam, the birds had not stayed to 

breed until 2022, when a nest was built and three eggs laid (PR, KH). Unfortunately, the nest was 

destroyed during heavy rain in early Jun and the parents had departed within a few days. 

• Pied Flycatcher. Successful breeding was confirmed for the first time since 2014, in a nest box in 

Newlands Brake in 2018 (DS) and in each subsequent year, and at other sites in the Glaze valley. 

• Stonechat on farmland. Although a common breeder on the open moor, there were no records of 

breeding off the moor until 2018, when a pair with juveniles was recorded on farmland near Charford 

(PH, PR). Subsequently breeding has also been confirmed on farmland below Brent Hill (from 2020), on 

Brent Hill itself (from 2021), on Didworthy Down (2021 only) and Dockwell (2022). (PR, KH). 

• Swift late breeding. Breeding had been confirmed in the roof space of a Hillside Terrace house in 

previous years, but in 2020 the single nestling did not fledge until 15 Sep (GH). This also gave rise to 

sightings of adults well into September, where previously the latest had been on 9 August. This was the 

latest ever fledging date in Devon, and only the third latest nationally. 
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The occurrence of non-annual species 2014–2022 
Of the 135 species recorded since 2014, 44 have not been recorded in at least one year. The occurrence of these 

non-annual species, and five other taxa not included in the parish list, is shown in Table 1, along with the number 

of years when each was recorded (a measure of rarity) and the number of non-annual species per year. The 

‘least rare’ were Brambling and Grasshopper Warbler which occurred in eight years, the ‘most rare’ being those 

recorded in only one year, such as Common Rosefinch and Greenshank. The number per year ranges from 12 

to 26, with more per year during the 2014–16 survey, when all squares were visited each month, than 

subsequently, when the survey effort has been concentrated in January and May.  

New monthly occurrences 
During 2014–16, 58 species were recorded in all months of the year, and this has now risen to 62 with the 

addition of Barn Owl, Goosander, Kingfisher and Teal (Table 2A). Most of the 62 species are resident breeders, 

but there are no recent breeding records in the parish for several familiar species such as Goosander, Grey 

Heron and Herring Gull. Since 2017, most of the remaining species, the Breeding Visitors, Winter Visitors and 

Others (Passage Visitors, Vagrants and those of uncertain status), have been seen in months in which they were 

not recorded in the first three years, and these are shown in Table 2B, 2C and 2D.  

Gains and losses, ups and downs 
Several species have been recorded in recent years that were not recorded during 2014–16, but none have 

become permanent fixtures. Perhaps Nightjar, recorded each summer during 2018–20, was the nearest to doing 

so, but there have been no records in the last three years. Similarly, there have been no obvious losses, but Little 

Owl may have finally disappeared as it was recorded in each of the first five years, but in only one of the last 

four. The one definite loss was the single male Lady Amherst’s Pheasant, a presumed escape which lived on 

Brent Hill until 2018 but has not been recorded since. Within species, however, there have been some gains 

(notably farmland breeding in Stonechats) and losses (large roosts of Starling and Pied Wagtail). 

A full analysis of ups and downs (in terms of numbers of squares, or ubiquity) will be carried out after 2023 when 

there will be 10 years of January and May data to analyse. Preliminary analysis indicates that, although many 

species have had some ups and downs within the study period, none have shown an overall decline in the 

number of squares in which they have been recorded. However, on the credit side, Stonechat is one species that 

is now recorded in more squares in both January and May than it was at the beginning of the survey. 

Key to observer initials 
NC – Nicky Cozens, MD – Mike Daniels, JD – John Day, S & PD – Sue & Phil Dean, MG – Mike Goss, GH – Gill 

Honey, KH – Kerry Honnor, PH – Paul Heatley, SH – Steve Hopper, LH & RH – Leonard & Robert Hurrell, MI – 

Mike Ingram, PM – Pat Mayer, RP – Robbie Phillips, PR – Peter Reay, GR – Graham Royle, AS – Andy Smith and 

DS – Dave Scott.  

 

Hawfinch, Hillside, 3 Apr 2018. The second record 

for the parish after one in Jan 2018 included in 

TBOSBP. Photo by SH. 

 

Redshank, Avon Dam, 16 Jul 2020. The first and, so 

far, only record for the parish. Photo by PR.
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Table 1. The annual occurrence of rare and scarce species in the South Brent parish area 2014–16 

 

No. of 
years 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 

Black-headed Gull 6 ● ● ● ●   ● ●  
Brambling 8  ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● 

Cetti's Warbler 1         ● 

Cirl Bunting 3   ●   ●   ● 

Common Rosefinch 1      ●    
Coot 3  ● ●   ●    
Crossbill 2      ● ●   
Curlew 1 ●         
Dartford Warbler 2 ● ●        
Firecrest 8 ●  ● ● ● ● ● ● ● 

Golden Oriole 1        ●  
Goshawk 5 ● ●    ● ● ●  
Grasshopper Warbler 8 ● ● ●  ● ● ● ● ● 

Green Sandpiper 4  ● ●   ●   ● 

Greenshank 1 ●         
Hawfinch 1     ●     
Hen Harrier 4  ● ●  ●  ●   
Jack Snipe 3  ● ●      ● 

Lapwing 3    ●  ●  ●  
Lesser Whitethroat  1  ●        
Little Egret 5 ● ● ●     ● ● 

Little Owl 6 ● ● ● ● ●  ●   
Little Ringed Plover  1  ●        
Marsh Harrier  2   ●     ●  
Nightjar 3     ● ● ●   
Osprey 4  ● ●  ●  ●   
Pintail 2  ● ●       
Red-legged Partridge 7 ● ● ● ●   ● ● ● 

Red-backed Shrike 2    ●    ●  
Red-crested Pochard 1    ●      
Red Grouse 2 ●     ●    
Redshank 1       ●   
Sand Martin 5 ● ● ●    ●  ● 

Sedge Warbler 6 ● ● ● ●   ● ●  
Shelduck 1    ●      
Short-eared Owl 4  ● ● ● ●     
Snow Bunting 1   ●       
Tufted Duck 3   ●   ● ●   
Whimbrel 1         ● 

Willow Tit 2 ●  ●       
Wood Warbler 1   ●       
Wryneck 2  ● ●       
Yellow Wagtail 5 ● ●  ● ● ●    
Yellow-browed Warbler 2  ● ●       

Harrier, unidentified * 3 ●   ●     ● 

‘Italian’ Sparrow* 2       ● ●  

Lammergeier* 1   ●       

Warbler, unidentified* 1     ●     

White-fronted Goose* 1       ●   
Number of species  16 22 25 13 11 14 17 13 12 

* = not included in the list of parish species 
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Table 2. The monthly occurrence of Residents, Breeding Visitors, Winter Visitors and Others (Passage 

Visitors and Vagrants) 2014–22. Blue squares show occurrence recorded during 2014–16. Yellow squares 

show additional occurrence recorded since 2017. 

 

A. ‘Residents' J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Barn Owl                         

Goosander                         

Kingfisher                         

Teal                         

 

B. Breeding Visitors J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Cuckoo                         

Garden Warbler                         

Grasshopper Warbler                         

Hobby                         

House Martin                         

Lesser Redpoll                         

Linnet*                         

Nightjar                         

Pied Flycatcher                         

Redstart                         

Spotted Flycatcher                         

Swallow                         

Swift                         

Tree Pipit                         

Wheatear                         

Whinchat                         

Whitethroat                         

Willow Warbler                         

*probably resident, but 

scarce in winter  
                        

C. Winter Visitors J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Brambling                         

Coot                         

Fieldfare                         

Firecrest                         

Golden Plover                         

Hen Harrier                         

Merlin                         

Pintail                         

Redwing                         

Short-eared Owl                         

Wigeon                         

Woodcock                         



6 
 

Table 2. continued             

D. Others J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Black Redstart                         

Black-headed Gull                         

Cetti's Warbler                         

Cirl Bunting                         

Common Rosefinch                         

Common Sandpiper                         

Crossbill                         

Curlew                         

Dartford Warbler                         

Golden Oriole                         

Goshawk                         

Great Crested Grebe                         

Greenshank                         

Harrier sp.                         

Hawfinch                         

Jack Snipe                         

Italian' Sparrow                         

Lammergeier                         

Lapwing                         

Lesser Black-backed Gull                         

Lesser Whitethroat                         

Little Egret                         

Little Owl                         

Little Ringed Plover                         

Marsh Harrier                         

Osprey                         

Red Grouse                         

Red Kite                         

Red-backed Shrike                         

Red-legged Partridge                         

Redshank                         

Ring Ouzel                         

Sand Martin                         

Sedge Warbler                         

Snow Bunting                         

Tufted Duck                         

White-fronted Goose                         

Willow Tit                         

Wood Warbler                         

Wryneck                         

Yellow-browed Warbler                         

Yellow Wagtail                         
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Pied Flycatcher, female on nest in Glaze valley 

box, 19 May 2018. First parish breeding record 

since 2014. Photo by DS. 

 
Lapwing, part of flock near Broad Moor, 2 Feb 

2019. Only the second parish record since 2014, 

and the largest flock this century. Photo by PD. 

 

 
Common Rosefinch (left), Avon Close, 19 Nov 

2020. First and only parish record. Photo by JD. 

 

 

 

 

 
Cirl Bunting, male, South Brent, 25 May 2022. Fifth 

parish record, and first breeding record.  Photo by 

PR. 

 

 
Great Crested Grebe on nest, Avon Dam, 2 Jun 

2022. First parish breeding record. Photo by PR. 

 

 

 
‘Italian’ Sparrow male, Hillside, 25 Feb 2020. First 

and only parish and Dartmoor record. Photo by SH. 

 

 

Peter Reay for Brent Birders 

October 2022 

 


