
Brent Bird Survey JULY 2016 SUMMARY 

Twenty-two observers, 191 square visits, 79 bird species (cf. 24, 221 and 76 in June).  The number of square 

visits dropped below 200 for the first time since January, but 79 species was the highest monthly total of the year 

(just) and higher than those of July 2014 (71) and July 2015 (74).  In terms of number of squares, more species 

did better than in the previous two years (ups) than worse (downs).  In contrast, most butterflies were found in 

fewer squares compared to 2015.  There was some improvement in the weather in July, especially in the latter 

half of the month, but several moorland species remained scarce in spite of occurring in at least as many squares 

as in previous years.  Some notable occurrences, absences and changes were as follows: 

1. GAINS.  No new species for the survey, but Osprey, Sand Martin and Sedge Warbler were all new for 

the year and for July, and the records of Cirl Bunting and Goosander were also the first for July.  For 

Osprey (heading towards Avon Dam on 22 July) and Cirl Bunting (seen and heard near Owley 18-21 

July), these were only the second records of these species for the survey so far.  The Cuckoo on 29 

July was only the second July record, and the first of a juvenile bird with its Meadow Pipit foster 

parents. 

2. [LOSSES.  Garden Warbler, Lesser Redpoll and Teal were all recorded in June but not in July.  Up to 

the end of July, Black-headed Gull and Little Egret remained unrecorded this year.] 

3. UPS.  In spite of the poor weather earlier this summer, a wide variety of species seemed to be ‘doing 

well’, in that they were recorded in substantially more squares than in either of the previous Julys. These 

included Blackcap (26), Canada Goose (6), Chiffchaff (35), Collared Dove (20), Dunnock (35), 

Goldfinch (30), Great Spotted Woodpecker (20), Greenfinch (20), Green Woodpecker (17), House 

Martin (20), Linnet (23), Mistle Thrush (15), Pied Wagtail (23), Song Thrush (28), Starling (13), 

Stock Dove (17), Stonechat (20), Wheatear (11), Willow Warbler (23) and Yellowhammer (19).  

Some of these, notably House Martin, Stonechat and Wheatear, also occurred in more squares than 

June, as did Reed Bunting (9) which brought it back up to the level of the previous July. 

4. DOWNS.  Chaffinch (30 squares), Rook (10) and Whitethroat (9), all occurred in fewer squares than 

in June or in previous Julys.  Cuckoo (1) and Mistle Thrush (15) occurred in fewer than in June and 

Raven (16) in fewer than in previous Julys. 

5. STEADY.  Most other species showed only slight changes, and Buzzard (35 squares) and Swallow 

(41) were recorded in almost the same number of squares as in June 2016, July 2014 and July 2015. 

6. FLOCKING & SINGING.  Although breeding was still underway, some species started to form flocks 

comprising adults and newly fledged juveniles, for example: Goldfinch (100 on Brent Hill); Swallow (90 

at Zeal); Starling (40 near Merrifield); and House Martin (30 at Aish).  Singing in most species grinds to 

a halt during July, so one conspicuous event is the beginning of autumn singing in Robin, which usually 

starts in late July.  The first song reported was on 27 July, a typical date.  Although only one bird in one 

place for a few days, the Cirl Bunting stood out by being just about the only bird in song at the time. 

7. MIGRANTS.  As singing finishes, migration begins. Among species which breed here, such as Spotted 

Flycatcher and Willow Warbler, it is not possible to know whether those seen away from known 

territories are dispersing locals, or migrants from further afield. However, (we think) we know that Sand 

Martin and Sedge Warbler do not breed in the parish, so those recorded show that autumn migration 

had started by late July and that the parish is used as a stop-over for some birds on the move. 

8. NON-BIRDS.  Comma (3 squares), Gatekeeper (16), Marbled White (2), Purple Hairstreak (1), 
Silver-washed Fritillary (8) and Small Skipper (2), were all new for the year, but eight on the June list 
were not recorded. The number of species was 19, compared to 21 in June, and 23 in July 2015.  Of the 
species recorded in both months, most were found in more or a similar number of squares in July, 
though Speckled Wood was only in 7, compared to 23 in June.  More striking was that almost all 
species occurred in fewer squares compared to July 2015; for example, Gatekeeper (16 v 28) and 
Large Skipper (4 v 16).  Only Green-veined White (19 v 13) and Small White (22 v 10) bucked this 
trend.  There were no surprises among the mammals (15 species), reptiles (3) and amphibians (3) 
recorded. 

 

CONTRIBUTORS.  Thanks to the following for contributing records: Margaret & Philip Andrade, Dave Ayres, 

Eileen Blockly, Mark Darlaston, Phil & Sue Dean, Andrew & Kit Ferguson, Mike & Jan Goss, Laurette Guest, 

Clare Guthrie, Peter & Sylvia Hamilton, Helen Harvey, Paul & Barbara Heatley, Gill Honey, Steve Hopper, Robert 

Hurrell, Doug King Smith, John Luscombe, Dave MacDiarmid, Jonathan Nicholson, Jane Pickard, Adrian & 

Gaynor Platt, Gordon Raymont, Peter Reay & Lesley Austin, Tony Rose, Ellie Standen, Barrie Whitehall and 

Julia & Robin Willoughby.                                                                                                                  PR 19/08/2016 


