
Reay’s Riveting Resumé: 26 December 2016 ‒ 1 January 2017 
 

So, at last, the South Brent Parish Bird Survey has come to an end!  Well, that’s what we planned 

when it started three years ago, but it does seem a shame to suddenly come to a stop.  For one thing, 

some of us might start showing withdrawal symptoms and having funny terns, and for another it 

makes sense to continue keeping an eye and an ear on Brent’s birds.  As has been indicated, we’ll 

probably carry on in some way, perhaps for just two or three months each year, but any thoughts on 

this would be appreciated.  Whatever is decided, it will do no harm to prolong the survey until the 

end of January, so please continue recording, and sending in your records at the end of the month as 

usual.  By then, we may even have a plan for the future! 

 

As for the final week, there were some days of glorious weather, a few useful birds – and a butterfly 

(but unidentified).  The main events were: 

 

A Hen Harrier on the 28th, and two Merlins and a Jack Snipe on the 29th welcomed a former 

resident back to the moor on one of his occasional visits, and helped confirm that these species, 

unlike him, probably winter here and are not just passing through.  Also on the moor this week, 

although in small numbers, were Dunnock, Golden Plover, Meadow Pipit, Reed Bunting, Snipe, 

Stonechat, Wren and Yellowhammer among others.  Off the moor, on one private lake there were 

at least 50 Teal, and on another, good numbers of Wigeon can still be seen from the road. 

 

Meanwhile, back in the village, a Blackbird gathered nesting material, a female Blackcap 

continued to visit a Brakefield feeder, a Blue Tit inspected a nest box, a surprise Moorhen fed on a 

lawn and one of five Siskins on a Hillside garden feeder was wearing a BTO ring.  However, it 

seems that Pied Wagtails are no longer roosting by the Village Hall, as none were seen there at 

dusk on three visits this week.  Have they moved further south for the real winter, or just changed 

their roost site? 

 

Determined not to let the garden Robin be my last bird of the survey, I went up to the Avon Dam 

yesterday afternoon to see the Goosanders come in at dusk.  By 16:50 only seven had arrived, but 

as I saw and heard nothing on the way back, this lovely duck had become my last species for 2016.  

And one on the river below Penstave today was almost the first for 2017. 

 

Finally, one of the aims of the survey has been to encourage people to take an interest in the local 

birds.  Hopefully this has happened, but in one case, the interest swiftly developed into an obsession 

which involved chasing birds throughout Devon, and a target of at least 200 species in the county in 

one year.  Pity about the parish, but congratulations Dave, on your 202 in 2016.  And a Happy New 

Year to all. 

 

We’ll continue the RRRs until the end of January.  Please send any interesting sightings for next 

week, to peter.p.j.reay@btinternet.com by 6 pm on Sunday.  
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