
Brent Bird Survey FEBRUARY 2016 SUMMARY
BIRD OF THE MONTH.  Buntings did well again, with Snow Bunting on Western Whitebarrow on 11th, the first
and so far only new bird of the year, even more Yellowhammers (up to 34 at Aish) and Reed Buntings in at
least three Hillside gardens.  However, a Barn Owl in the Stidston area - our first in February, first of the year
and the first to provide more than a single fleeting glance – is this month’s winner.  It was present throughout the
February and into March, and has been seen by several observers. 

All 52 squares were visited (of course), 27 observers contributed records and a total of 201 square visits were
made, compared to 165 in January, in spite of the continuing poor weather.  This produced 72 species (number
per square varying from two to 48) compared to 69 in January, 71 last February and 65 in February 2014.

Snow Bunting  was the only new species,  but  Barn Owl,  Brambling,  Coot and  Pintail were also new for
February,  and  Barn Owl,  Brambling and  Canada Goose (in nine squares) were new for the year.   On the
downside there were no records of  Merlin (recorded in the previous month, and in February last year),  Black-
headed Gull,  Dartford Warbler,  Firecrest,  Hen Harrier,  Little Egret or  Little Owl (all recorded in February
2014 and/or 2015). 

Compared to February 2014 & 2015, Mallard, Snipe and Yellowhammer did rather better in terms of numbers
of squares, but  Fieldfare fared worse.  Compared to January, several species did better, partly due to more
conspicuous behaviour and vocalisation, and included Chaffinch (29 to 39), Dunnock (27 to 37), Greenfinch (8
to 14),  Grey Wagtail (6 to 13),  Mallard (7 to 12),  Skylark  (5 to 18) and  Stonechat (4 to 9).   In contrast,
Fieldfare (15 to 6) and Peregrine (5 to 1) were among those found in fewer squares. 

The largest flock was again Jackdaw with 200, followed by 105 Fieldfare, 89 Golden Plover and 80 Herring
Gull, but 44 Chaffinch, 54 Goldfinch, 48 House Sparrow and 34 Yellowhammer were encouraging totals for
those species.  Carrion Crow was recorded in 50 squares, the next highest being Robin in 42.

WHAT NEXT?  It’s a good time of year to see an Adder, so tread carefully, keep eyes peeled and see if you can
add to the miserable total of only two records in two years.   To date no definite summer visitors have been
reported,  although a  singing  Chiffchaff  may well  have  been  an  early  arrival  from the  south  rather  than  a
wintering bird.  There are bound to be many more in the next week or so, along with Wheatear on the moor and
the first Swallow or two (probably over Hillside).  And then in April, the flood-gates will open and summer visitors
will hopefully be everywhere, including perhaps a surprise or two, but let us just enjoy those arrivals of old friends
not seen since the autumn, the escalating chorus of song and of course the butterflies.  

CONTRIBUTORS.  Records were contributed by:  Margaret  & Philip  Andrade,  Dave & Janet  Ayres,  Eileen
Blockly, Mick Bramich, John Buckpitt, John & Sylvia Caddick,, Phil & Sue Dean, Andrew & Kit Ferguson, Mike &
Jan Goss, Laurette Guest, Sylvia & Peter Hamilton, Helen Harvey, Paul & Barbara Heatley, Steve Hopper, Ann &
Tim Ley, John Luscombe, Dave MacDiarmid, Jonathan Nicholson, Dave & Kate Pakes, Jane Pickard, Adrian &
Gaynor Platt, Gordon Raymont, Peter Reay & Lesley Austin, Tony Rose, Val Stanley, Barrie Whitehall, and Julia,
Robin & Jack Willoughby. Thanks to all.
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NB. Bird records included are as submitted or posted; this does not necessarily imply acceptance.


