WWW 26th October-1st November
On the 26th one lucky observer was checking out a tit flock near the old pumping station on the way up to the Avon Dam and found a Yellow-browed Warbler in amongst them. This is by far the commonest of the “Siberian” warblers to turn up in the UK and this year has apparently been a very good year for them. They breed from about 60 deg east across Russia stopping short of the east coast. Their winter range covers Pakistan east to Vietnam and southern China with a few on the coast around the horn of Africa. They are normally found by bird watchers at the well watched coastal migration sites, once they venture inland the lack of coverage by bird watchers and increased land area they might be found in makes their discovery a lottery. They have wintered in the UK including in the centre of Plymouth and Kingsbridge.

The current pressure system across Europe has south easterly winds coming all the way from the Black Sea with the prospect of a rarer species turning up along the south coast, namely Pallas's Warbler (one has already been caught and ringed at North Hallsands on the 31st). They originate from even further east than the Yellow-browed. However the prospect of one in the Brent area is so remote that I'd …....... if one turned up here.

Coming back down to earth winter thrushes are being more widely seen with small wandering flocks during the day coming together at times to form larger flocks and probably doing the same at dusk to form roosting flocks. A couple of other species seem to be having a good year with plentiful numbers of both Coal Tit and Goldcrest being seen. Both are probably boosted by birds off the continent, the continental Coal Tit showing a greyer mantle than our home grown birds. Pied Wagtails continue to roost near the village hall with a peak figure of 62 on the 28th.

Late summer migrants have been a Wheatear on Corringdon Ball on the 28th and a Ring Ouzel on the moorland above Yalland Marsh on the 1st. Late birds considered resident but which would normally vacate the moor have been Reed Bunting with two near Ball Gate on the 28th and at least two on Yalland Marsh on the 1st. Four Greenfinchs, flying off the moor on the 28th, were likely to be migrants. They landed in an Ash tree to the north of Aish Ridge and spent some time eating Ash seeds.

Other winter visitors have included Woodcock on the edge of Yalland Marsh flushed from square 22 on the 28th and probably the same bird flushed from square 28 on the 1st.

A good days birding without even having to leave the garden today.

The Redwings were back in the area with counts of 47,36, 26, 27 and two counts just on 5pm of 40 plus and 50 plus as birds came up the hedgerows to roost.

The odd Song Thrush and Feildfare in with the Redwings and Mistle Thrush showing again. A counted 9 Fieldfare late morning.
15 Magpies scalding something over one of the fields.

A Cormorant flew over towards the far side of the village this morning

A count of 15 Long Tailed Tits in the feed station tree they began to call in a very agitated manner and group up in the centre of the tree next moment a young female Sparrow Hawk was hovering over the canopy trying to get in at them, she then went off over the fields but remained in view for some time. Male Sparrow hawk came through a little later.

At 4.30 a count of 21 Pied Wagtails over towards the village they have been passing over in 1's and 2's for most of the day.

More Herring Gulls about today than in recent times.

Over flights from Greater Spotted Woodpecker, Nuthatch and Jay.

And a few butterflies about as well.
