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On the 27th one lucky observer caught sight of about 5 Pied Wagtails whilst driving out of 

Clobells, slowed down to check them out and then noticed at the road kerb a rather strange looking 

bird, a little larger than a sparrow and seemingly feeding, it proved to be a Wryneck. In the time it 

took to grab his mobile phone in an attempt to take at least a record picture a dog came along and 

flushed the bird which wasn't seen again. Yet another example with a rarer bird of being in exactly 

the right place at exactly the right time, a minute or two either way can make all the difference. It's 

by no means unknown for this species to turn up on patio's seeking ants. Whilst such birds do occur 

hereabouts they are obviously much less frequently seen than at a coastal migration site. The latter 

also has the advantage of much more limited cover meaning that the bird is more likely to remain in 

the area, will probably set up a feeding circuit and is likely to reappear back at the point it was first 

seen after about one hour on average. The other factor is one of having some experience and 

knowing straight away just what you are looking at. 

 

Birds of prey have featured this week with Sparrowhawk, Kestrel, Buzzard and Peregrine 

featuring on the list, the first two seemingly rather frequently, but the best has to be an Osprey at 

the dam just after lunch on the 29th. Once again an observer in the right place at the right time. 

 

Small migrant passerines recorded this week have included Chiffchaff and Wheatear. There 

seemed to be a reasonable showing around Dockwell Hole on the morning of the 2nd with 

Yellowhammer and Reed Bunting almost in better numbers than in the summer, together with 

Meadow Pipits and Stonechats. 

 

Bird records included are as submitted; this does not necessarily mean that they have been accepted. 

 

 

 


