
Reay’s Riveting Resumé: 18‒25 December 2016 
 

At this time of the year it is possible to walk through some of the moorland squares and see no birds 

at all.  This happened during the week in Square 4 (Western White Barrow), and would have 

happened in two others had it not been for a Snipe in one and two Carrion Crows in another.  Even 

so, such absences or scarcities should not deter the keen birder!  If little is expected, then even the 

apparently mundane can become exciting.  Thus in Square 9 (Broad Rushes), a Dunnock was the 

only bird apart from Carrion Crow and Raven, and it turned out to be the first record for the 

species in that square during the whole survey.  Similarly, a lone Fieldfare, chuckling as it was 

flushed near Eastern White Barrow was the first for Square 10, and two Goldfinches, below the 

Avon Dam in Square 17, were the first there in December, the only other records being in August 

and October.  A chance visit to Wonton Farm produced a Treecreeper, which hadn’t been recorded 

in Square 42 before.  And so it goes on.  The astonishing mass of data accumulated over the last 

three years has revealed so much about Brent birds.  Some of the results can already be seen on the 

maps and charts on the excellent website built and managed by Phil, but expect many more in the 

final report which should appear in the latter half of 2017. 

 

We now have a figure for the number of Wigeon on the fishing lake – 82 were counted on the 20th.  

That’s probably more than the number of Pied Wagtails now roosting near the Village Hall, where 

no more than 30 were visible on the 21st.  Redwings, Fieldfares and Starlings are much in 

evidence in various parts of the parish, but Fieldfares are mostly on the moor and only Starlings 

are venturing into gardens.  Among 48 reported from a Hillside garden, two showed plumage 

abnormalities, with white or pale feathers among the usual darker ones (leucism).  Other sightings 

during the week included the first Goosanders of the winter from Square 36 (Avonwick) on the 

25th, and a female Blackcap on a Brakefield garden feeder on the 22nd. 

 

. 

 

Please send any interesting sightings for next week, to peter.p.j.reay@btinternet.com by 6 pm on 

Sunday.  
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