
BRENT WILDLIFE HIGHLIGHTS February – April 2017 

General.  Barn Owl on 26/4 near Shell Garage; Canada Goose: high counts of 25 at Aish Bridge Fishing Lakes on 

30/3, and 13 at Avon Dam on 5/4; Fieldfare at Zempson on 22/2 and Thynacombe on 29/2 and a small flock in the 
Glaze valley on 22/4 – late date; Golden Plover, three on Three Barrows on 9/3; Goosander, 14 roosting at Avon 
Dam on 4/3, with 10 on 5/4 and seven on 20/4, and a pair on Glaze Brook; Great Black-backed Gull, four on 24/3 
near Hillside, two on 5/4 at Avon Dam and one on 13/4 on Moorland Park roof; Jay, a count of seven together at 
Hillside on 13/3; Lesser Black-backed Gull several seen, including  six near Harbourneford Cross; Lesser Redpoll, pair 
near Avon Dam on 10/4; Little Owl, heard near Whinfield, and a road casualty at Marley on 28/4; Merlin on 12/4, 
female by Bala Brook; Moorhen in Moorland Park area in Feb and Mar, but Stidston pond deserted (first time since 
2011?); Pied Flycatcher on 22/4 above Shipley – first spring record there; Pied Wagtail, up to 14 gathering at dusk 
late March, near Whinfield, and 10 at WTW on 9/2; Red-crested Pochard, male on 10/2 at Avon Dam – new species 
for Brent; Redwing on 19/4, one at Badworthy – late date, but possibly unable to fly; Reed Bunting, 27/2 to 1/4 in a 
Hillside garden; Ring Ouzel, at least two on 15/4 near Gingaford, and on 22/4 in Glaze Valley; Siskin on garden 
feeders, up to six at Didworthy and three at Hillside, still present 30/4; and Wheatear on 2/4 on Brent Hill – first 
spring record there. 

Breeding.  Fledglings of Blackbird, Woodpigeon and Robin all seen in April, the latter on 10th must have come 

from an egg laid in March.  Mallard ducklings on the River Avon and a Blackcap on eggs were also reported in April, 
as well as Great Tits, Starlings and House Sparrows feeding young in the nest, including, for the latter, one in a 
Clobells hedge – an unusual nesting habitat for this species.  Breeding birds can become very aggressive, but 
incidents are not often seen.  However, nest box cameras can now reveal deeds such as the murder of a Blue Tit 
intruder by the sitting tenant, a Nuthatch, in a box at Pennaton. 

First arrivals in chronological sequence: Wheatear at Gisperdown on 13/3; Linnet on Brent Hill on 2/4; Swallow 

over Clobells on 2/4; Willow Warbler on Aish Ridge on 3/4; Ring Ouzel near Bloody Pool on 15/4; Cuckoo at Shipley 
and Dockwell on 18/4; Tree Pipit near Moorgate on 18/4 and Didworthy on 19/4; House Martin over Village on 20/4; 
Redstart at Newland’s Brakes on 22/4 and Zeal on 23/4; Whinchat below Avon Dam on 22/4; Garden Warbler at 
Clobells on 29/4; Swift over Aish Ridge on 29/4; and Whitethroat at Dockwell on 30/4.  
 
Exotica.  Recaptured escapes included a Striated Caracara on 12/4 and a Gyr Falcon on 20/4, and a hybrid Canary 

was also at large.  Slightly more interesting was the magnificent cock Lady Amherst’s Pheasant on Brent Hill, 
probably the same bird that entered a Hillside garden in 2015 and perhaps even the one seen at Harbourneford 
Cross in 2013.  Now that the source of a strange barking call has been revealed, it is clear that this bird has been 
living on the hill for at least two years. 

 
First butterflies in chronological sequence: Painted Lady on 13/3; Peacock on 13/3; Red Admiral on 14/3 (first 

since January); Small Tortoiseshell on 14/3; Brimstone on 25/3; Orange-tip on 27/3; Speckled Wood on 7/4; Comma 
on 4/4; Green-veined White on 5/4; Holly Blue on 19/4; and Green Hairstreak on 23/4. 
 

Habitats.  A new pond/small lake has been constructed at Beara, and is visible from the road.  Only a Grey Heron 

and Canada Geese have been seen so far, bit it looks good for a Green Sandpiper in autumn.  Apart from the usual 
springtime bout of ill-timed ‘tidying-up’ in gardens and the wider countryside, more serious habitat destruction 
occurred on the moor in the form of swaling, particularly around the East Glaze Brook and on Brent Fore Hill – prime 
Stonechat breeding areas and probably carried out with birds on territory.  More destruction was carried out by 
Network Rail in the name of vegetation management.  The large-scale removal of trees and scrub on the railway 
embankments must inevitably have destroyed bird breeding habitat, and the buddleja bushes near the Village Hall, 
used by up to 220 roosting Pied Wagtails in autumn, have now gone. 


