
Reay’s Riveting Resumé: 5‒11 December 2016 
 

There were unconfirmed sightings of Black Redstart in the village on the 7th and Little Egret near 

Lydia Bridge on the 11th, so any further sightings which might confirm these would be very 

welcome. 

 

With regard to roosting Pied Wagtails, the count of 80 mentioned last week was either an 

underestimate, or more have recently come in, as 170 were counted near Primrose Junction by two 

observers on the 8th.  Also roosting in the village are Starlings, but on the 5th, a late afternoon 

gathering of at least 80 at Crowder Park was seen to leave in a SE direction, perhaps to join roosts 

on the Dart Estuary or at Slapton. 

 

Singing Mistle Thrush and Song Thrush were evident in several places, as was the croak of 

Ravens passing overhead.  One Raven near Hillside, probably already on territory, was diving and 

displaying, and later mobbed two passing Great Black-backed Gulls. 

 

Two walks south of the A38 during the week produced some interesting species normally associated 

with moorland: Meadow Pipit, Skylark, Stonechat, Woodcock and Yellowhammer.  At this time 

of year these species can be hard to find on the moor, so it was a surprise on the 11th to see eight 

Skylarks flying low across Hickley Plain towards Three Barrows.  Perhaps they were taking 

advantage of the fine weather to check on the territories which they’ll be returning to early in the 

new year. 

 

Very small, highly active, birds in the trees and bushes, often in pairs, usually turn out to be 

Goldcrests, and several were seen during the week across the parish.  There have been no records 

of Firecrest, since one at Didworthy in October, but the second Chiffchaff of the winter was seen 

and heard calling near Lower Aish on the 5th.   

 

A butterfly was seen on the 11th, perhaps a Small Tortoiseshell, but the view was too fleeting to be 

sure. 

 

Please send any interesting sightings for next week to peter.p.j.reay@btinternet.com by 6 pm on 

Sunday.  
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