
WWW 

 

There was a definite autumnal feeling to the bird watching this week. On the 10th Ring Ouzels 

were reported from the Avon Valley, Owley and Merrifield Plantation, along with Redwings and 

other thrushes. Their numbers appear to have peaked by the 12th when there were at least 20 Ring 

Ouzels in the Avon valley in two groups, the largest being at least 15 near the dam. On that date 

there was a flock of 24 Redwings at the dam, later a similar sized flock was reported on the 

outskirts of the village. A smaller number of Fieldfares were also reported. By the end of the week 

far fewer migrant and winter thrushes were being reported. 

 

On the 11th a Hen Harrier was reported from Zeal Plains with a female/juvenile Merlin reported 

from Smallbrook Plains. On the 13th a Merlin was reported over the village and 80 Wood Pigeons 

flying south to south west might be the start of the autumnal movements witnessed in most years. A 

female/juvenile Hen Harrier was also reported on both the 13th and the 14th, on the latter date the 

bird was seen to quarter an area overlooking the Bala Brook for several minutes stooping three 

times and landing twice, remaining on the ground for some time after the second landing. During 

that time the visibility reduced from a few miles to a few yards in about five minutes so the bird 

could no longer be followed. A search in the late afternoon of the 14th and the following morning 

failed to find it in that area. 

 

In the village a Pied Wagtail roost was thought to be holding 50-60 birds. A group of 4 Dippers 

has been seen on the Glazebrook where it flows under the A38 and on the 16th a Peregrine at the 

dam was seen to take on a Raven. 

 

 

Bird records included are as submitted; this does not necessarily mean that they have been accepted. 

 

 

 


