
Brent Bird Survey MARCH 2016 SUMMARY 

 

Twenty-seven observers, 236 square visits, 74 bird species (including one new) and at least four butterflies (cf. 

27, 201, 72 and none in February).  Not a huge improvement in the weather, but longer days helped with survey 

work, and there was a smattering of summer visitors, more song and more signs of breeding activity.  Some of 

the species of interest were: 

 

Barn Owl.  Records from an unprecedented four squares, but probably involving no more than two birds, one of 

which was found dead, and much underweight, near Marley during the month.  

Brambling.  A female, occasionally in Hillside gardens.  First Mar record of survey, coinciding with a poor period 

for this species. 

Buzzard.  Always common, but occurrence in 42 squares in one month is the highest yet. 

Canada Goose.  Much more obvious now, with records from 15 squares, compared to nine in Feb and none in 

Jan. 

Cirl Bunting.  Male seen on two occasions in ‘Yellowhammer country’ near Larcombe.  Only one known previous 

record – near Shipley in 2009.  Brings the total species for the survey to 120 (excluding escapes and releases). 

Chiffchaff.  Wintering bird(s) lingered as returning summer visitors seen and heard in 16 squares (cf. 18 in 2014 

and 11 in 2015). 

Dunnock.  Increasingly conspicuous to eye and ear, and recorded from 42 squares – the highest monthly total 

yet. 

Golden Plover.  Only in one square, cf. three in2015, but involved a record count of 300 on Three Barrows on 11 

Mar. 

[Goshawk.  Not a submitted record, but a bird showing characteristics of this species was seen near Dockwell 

during the month.] 

Greenfinch.  Seemed to be more common than usual, but only in 17 squares, the same as Mar 2015, though a 

steady increase since Jan and now more vocal. 

Jack Snipe.  One bird, one square and one observer, but location and date almost identical to last year’s bird. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull.  Probably on migration.  Record number of squares (six) and record count (20). 

Linnet.  Recorded in Mar 2015, but not this year, the last records being in October 2015. 

Meadow Pipit.  Back on moorland breeding sites, but still also several records from lowland pasture, resulting in 

a big increase in squares since Feb, from 15 to 27.   

Redwing.  Good numbers, with flocks up to 100, and in 23 squares, but probably all gone by the last week of the 

month. 

Rook.  Activity at the usual rookeries, but surprisingly only recorded from 12 squares (cf. 16 and 18 in 2014 and 

2015).  Some would also be part of ‘mixed corvids’ which occurred in seven squares. 

Skylark.  Now widespread on moorland breeding sites, and also singing in several lowland squares, bringing the 

total to 31 squares (from zero in Dec, five in Jan and 18 in Feb). 

Snipe.  In more squares (eight) than the five and three of Mar 2014 and 2015, and back, and ’chipping’, on 

several breeding sites on the moor. 

Starling.  Numbers generally low, with max count of only 48, but after a poor winter compared to the previous 

two years, was recorded in 19 squares, cf. Mar totals of nine in 2014 and 14 in 2015. 

Stock Dove.  A rather reticent species, not recorded by many observers, but sight and sound records came from 

12 squares, similar to last year, and the highest for this year so far.  



Swallow.  First arrivals always expected in Mar, but in three squares this year, compared to singles in 2014 and 

2015. 

Tawny Owl.  Records from 10 squares, the highest since the 10 squares of Nov and Dec 2014. 

Treecreeper.  Records from 11 squares, the highest monthly total of the survey so far. 

Wheatear.  One of the early returning summer visitors, with records from five squares (cf. two in Mar in 2014 and 

2015). 

Wigeon.  Three still present early in month – the first Mar record. 

Non-birds.  Following a zero butterfly count in February, March saw Peacock in five squares, Small 
Tortoiseshell in four and a Red Admiral in one - all brought out of hibernation by the occasional sunny day - 
plus a confirmed Small White and a couple of unidentified whites.  There were the usual Frogs, Toads and 
Newts, and just one Lizard.  Among the mammals Weasel and Stoat each occurred in one square and 
Hedgehog in two.  The latter is a declining species, only recorded in eight squares in 2015.  All records welcome, 

whether of live animals, corpses or poo. 
 

CONTRIBUTORS. Records were contributed by: Margaret & Philip Andrade, Dave & Janet Ayres, Eileen 

Blockly, John & Sylvia Caddick,, Judy Davy, Phil & Sue Dean, Andrew & Kit Ferguson, Mike & Jan Goss, 

Laurette Guest, Clare Guthrie, Sylvia & Peter Hamilton, Helen Harvey, Paul & Barbara Heatley, Steve Hopper, 

Ann & Tim Ley, John Luscombe, Dave MacDiarmid, Jonathan Nicholson, Dave & Kate Pakes, Jane Pickard, 

Adrian & Gaynor Platt, Gordon Raymont, Peter Reay & Lesley Austin, John Roberts, Tony Rose, Val Stanley, 

Barrie Whitehall, John Widicombe and John Wilson. Thanks to all. 
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NB. Bird records included are as submitted or posted; this does not necessarily imply acceptance. 


