
SOUTH BRENT PARISH BIRD SURVEY – JANUARY 2023 RESULTS 
Brent Birders 

 

The South Brent Parish Bird Survey began in 2014 and now aims to monitor the birds of the parish in both winter 

and the breeding season, by ensuring that all 52 1-km squares are visited at least once by one observer each 

January and May to record the species seen and heard.  In January 2023, 24 observers paid 189 square visits 

and recorded 71 species.  This compares to 22 observers, 188 square visits and 68 species in January 2022.  The 

weather was often wet and windy during the first two weeks of the month, but then, after a few days of snow 

and ice, fine weather prevailed. 

 

The species recorded, and the number of squares they were recorded in, is shown in Table 1. Carrion Crow was 

recorded in all but one square, and 13 other species were recorded in at least half the squares. A new species 

for January was Lesser Redpoll, recorded at Stidston, and irregular species (not recorded every January) 

comprised Black-headed Gull, Firecrest, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Linnet and Merlin. Among 14 species 

recorded in the highest or equal highest number of squares in January since 2014, Barn Owl, Grey Heron and 

Skylark showed the largest increases. Only Song Thrush and Pied Wagtail were recorded in the lowest number 

of squares since 2014. The largest species counts were 200 Herring Gulls and 130 Starlings. 

 

Since 2014 the survey has revealed annual variation in the numbers of squares in all species, either due to real 

changes in bird numbers or observer coverage (often influenced by weather), but the species found, and their 

broad level of occurrence, has remained relatively constant since 2014.  The results to date, including charts for 

all species recorded, can be found in BBS Species January and May data under Reports on the website 

https://brentbirders.wixsite.com/brent-bird-survey/home or by request. The charts for Stonechat and Starling 

are shown below in Figure 1. Stonechat has always been found in more squares in May than in January, but the 

number of January squares in 2020−22 were higher than in previous years.  However, the number dropped in 

2023, perhaps associated with adverse weather in December driving birds off the moor.  Starlings were found 

in more squares in January up to 2019 than subsequently and flock sizes have also decreased over the last 10 

years, though number of May squares have been more constant. 

 
The following submitted square visit records in January 2023: Jo Brooks, John & Sylvia Caddick, Nicky Cozens, John Day, Phil 

Dean, Tim & Felicity Ferry, Mike Goss, Reg & Kath Hambly, Pete & Sylvie Hamilton, Paul Heatley, Mo Holder, Gill Honey, Kerry 

Honnor, Steve Hopper, Leonard Hurrell, Mike Ingram, Dave MacDiarmid, Andy & Chris Morgan, Richard Oram, Dave & Kate 

Pakes, Gaynor & Adrian Platt, Peter Reay, David Scura and Dave Scott. Casual records were also received from: Lesley Austin, 

David & Simone Jeffrey, John Luscombe and Keith Male. Thanks to all. 

  

Figure 1. South Brent Parish Bird Survey January 2023.  Charts for Stonechat and Starling showing the number 

of squares in which they were recorded in January and May 2014–23. 
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Table 1. South Brent Parish Bird Survey January 2023. Species recorded and the number of 1-km squares 

(total = 52) in which each was recorded – used to rank the species from highest to lowest. Numbers in blue = 

highest or highest equal since 2014. Numbers in red = lowest or lowest equal since 2014.  

Carrion Crow 51 

Robin 42 

Blackbird 38 

Blue Tit 35 

Woodpigeon 35 

Magpie 34 

Great Tit 32 

Wren 32 

Chaffinch 31 

Raven 29 

Redwing 29 

Buzzard 28 

Herring Gull  28 

Jackdaw 27 

Fieldfare 25 

House Sparrow 23 

Jay 22 

Dunnock 21 

Goldfinch 18 

Coal Tit 17 

Collared Dove 17 

Long-tailed Tit 17 

G S Woodpecker 15 

Rook 15 

Song Thrush 15 
 

Mistle Thrush 13 

Nuthatch 13 

Sparrowhawk 13 

Starling 13 

Bullfinch 12 

G Woodpecker 12 

Grey Heron 12 

Greenfinch 10 

Meadow Pipit 10 

Kestrel 9 

Mallard 9 

Snipe 9 

Stock Dove 9 

Tawny Owl 9 

Grey Wagtail 8 

Marsh Tit 8 

Pied Wagtail 8 

Skylark 7 

Stonechat 7 

Blackcap 6 

Pheasant 6 

Treecreeper 6 

Dipper 5 

Moorhen 5 

Siskin 4 
 

Barn Owl 3 

Canada Goose 3 

L Black-backed Gull 3 

Black-headed Gull 2 

Chiffchaff 2 

Cormorant 2 

Firecrest 2 

Golden Plover 2 

Goosander 2 

Mute Swan 2 

Peregrine 2 

Reed Bunting 2 

Teal 2 

Woodcock 2 

Yellowhammer 2 

Kingfisher 1 

Lesser Redpoll 1 

Linnet 1 

Little Grebe 1 

Merlin 1 

Wigeon 1 
 

 

 
Yellowhammers, Marley Thatch, January 2023. PReay 

 
Kestrel, Cutwellcombe, January 2023. PReay

 


