
SOUTH BRENT PARISH BIRD SURVEY – MAY 2023 RESULTS 
Brent Birders 

 

The South Brent Parish Bird Survey began in 2014, and now monitors the birds of the parish in both winter and 

the breeding season, by ensuring that all 52 1-km squares are visited by at least once by one observer each 

January and May to record the species seen and heard.  In May 2023, 20 observers paid 216 square visits and 

recorded 80 species, compared to 17 observers, 172 square visits and 84 species in May 2022.  After a wet start 

to the month, the weather was mostly fine, though often windy, and had no obvious impact on the survey. 

 

As in 2022, two new species for May were recorded but not seen.  This year, instead of Whimbrel and Cetti’s 

Warbler, the remarkably similar pair comprised Curlew (one calling in flight over Three Barrows on 18 May) and 

Reed Warbler (one singing in Penstave Copse on 31 May).  Both were heard by the intrepid Nicky Cozens who 

visits Brent by bus from Dartington to take part in the survey.  The Curlew was the first recorded since June 2014, 

and the Reed Warbler was officially the first for Brent, though a bird singing above Shipley in June 2018 was 

probably also of this species.  The only other notable bird was a Cirl Bunting seen and heard for the second May 

running.  On the debit side, it was unusual to have no records of either Red Kite or Great Crested Grebe, though 

both were recorded in Brent in the previous month. 

 

Over a 10-year period, although the survey has revealed annual variation in the numbers of squares in all species, 

either due to real changes in bird numbers or observer coverage (often influenced by weather), the species 

found, and their broad level of occurrence, has remained relatively constant since 2014.  A summary of the 2023 

results is shown in Table 1 below.  Six species were recorded in the highest number of squares since 2014: Coal 

Tit, Kestrel, Linnet, Reed Bunting, Stonechat and Tree Pipit. Other species doing well compared to most 

previous years included Buzzard, Jackdaw, Jay, Pied Flycatcher, Rook, Starling and Swallow. In contrast, 

Pheasant, Tawny Owl and Yellowhammer were recorded in the lowest number of squares since 2014, and 

Dipper, Goldfinch, Lesser Redpoll, Long-tailed Tit, Snipe, Song Thrush, Stock Dove and Swift were also at a low 

ebb.  Charts for the two buntings, Yellowhammer and Reed Bunting, are shown below, as examples of those 

now available for all species on the website  https://brentbirders.wixsite.com/brent-bird-survey/home (under 

‘The May 2023 Brent Bird Survey results are now in!!’) or by request. 

 
The following submitted square visit records in May 2023: John & Sylvia Caddick, Julia & Michael Cady, Nicky Cozens, Phil 

Dean, Mike Goss, Reg & Kath Hambly, Sylvia & Pete Hamilton, Paul Heatley, Mo Holder, Gill Honey, Kerry Honnor, Steve 

Hopper, Leonard Hurrell, Mike Ingram, Dave MacDiarmid, Andy & Chris Morgan, Richard Oram, Gaynor & Adrian Platt and 

Peter Reay. Casual records were also received from Lesley Austin and John Day. Thanks to all. 

 

 

  

Figure 1. South Brent Parish Bird Survey May 2023.  Charts for Yellowhammer and Reed Bunting showing the 

number of squares in which they were recorded in 2014–23 (orange bars = May; blue bars = January). 
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Table 1. South Brent Parish Bird Survey May 2023. The number of 1-km squares (total = 52) in which each 

species was recorded, ranked in descending order of ubiquity. Species in blue = highest since 2014. Species in 

red = lowest since 2014. Species in bold are new for May. 

 

Carrion Crow (C.) 49 Raven (RN) 19 Whinchat (WC) 7 

Wren (WR) 48 Collared Dove (CD) 18 Treecreeper (TC) 6 

Blackbird (B.) 44 Pheasant (PH) 17 Siskin (SK) 5 

Robin (R.) 43 Coal Tit (CT) 16 Dipper (DI) 4 

Chaffinch (CH) 42 Pied Wagtail (PW) 16 Hobby (HY) 4 

Swallow (SL) 42 Greenfinch (GR) 15 Little Grebe (LG) 4 

Buzzard (BZ) 40 G S Woodpecker (GS) 14 Marsh Tit (MT) 4 

Woodpigeon (WP) 39 House Martin (HM) 14 Redstart (RT) 4 

Blackcap (BC) 36 Reed Bunting (RB) 14 Sparrowhawk (SH) 4 

Chiffchaff (CC) 35 Mistle Thrush (M.) 13 Swift (SI) 4 

Dunnock (D.) 34 Stock Dove (SD) 13 Grasshopper Warbler (GH) 3 

Jackdaw (JD) 34 Kestrel (K.) 12 Pied Flycatcher (PF) 3 

Magpie (MG) 34 Nuthatch (NH) 12 Barn Owl (BO) 2 

Blue Tit (BT) 33 Starling (SG) 12 Goosander (GD) 2 

Skylark (S.) 32 Whitethroat (WH) 12 Great B-b Gull (GB) 2 

Goldfinch (GO) 30 Bullfinch (BF) 11 Moorhen (MH) 2 

Great Tit (GT) 30 Mallard (MA) 11 Mute Swan (MS) 2 

Song Thrush (ST) 30 Wheatear (W.) 11 Peregrine (PE) 2 

Herring Gull (HG)  28 Garden Warbler (GW) 10 Tawny Owl (TO) 2 

House Sparrow (HS) 26 Goldcrest (GC) 10 Cirl Bunting (CL) 1 

Stonechat (SC) 26 Long-tailed Tit (LT) 10 Cormorant (CA) 1 

Meadow Pipit (MP) 25 Tree Pipit (TP) 10 Curlew (CU) 1 

Willow Warbler (WW) 25 Yellowhammer (Y.) 10 Lesser Redpoll (LR) 1 

Linnet (LI) 23 Canada Goose (CG) 9 Reed Warbler (RW) 1 

Jay (J.) 20 Grey Heron (H.) 9 Snipe (SN) 1 

Rook (RO) 20 Grey Wagtail (GL) 9 Spotted Flycatcher (SF) 1 

Cuckoo (CK) 19 Green Woodpecker (G) 8   

 

 
Tree Pipit, Bala Brook, 19 May 2023. PR. Recorded 

in 10 squares, in May 2023, more than in any of 

the nine previous years. 

 
Goosanders, Avon Dam, 23 May 2023. PR.  Mostly 

recorded in winter months, but usually regular in 

small numbers during May

PR July 2023 


