
BRENT BIRDERS GARDEN BIRD SURVEY

As many people will know, a survey of the birds in South Brent parish has already been carried out. Brent 

Birders recorded the species seen and heard in all 52 1-km squares of the parish every month for three

years (2014 to 2016), and have summarised their findings in The Birds of South Brent Parish published in

2018. We continue to keep a watch on the birds by repeating the survey each year, but just in January

and May to represent winter and the  breeding season.

Most of those participating in the survey have recorded the birds in their gardens, and have not

necessarily ventured further into the parish countryside. Bearing in mind this interest in garden wildlife, we

would now like to encourage more people to get involved and hopefully get an even better idea of the

birds using the houses and gardens of the parish. So, starting in October 2018, we invite anyone living in,

or adjacent to, the parish to take part by recording the species seen or heard each month until at least

next April.

Most people will want to record just from their own garden, but if you want to include the gardens of one or

more neighbours that you can see from yours, that is acceptable, but whatever you choose, try to record

from the same area each month.                                                                                                                               

The survey is aimed at gardens in South Brent Parish, but we're happy to include any which are outside,

and within 1 km of the parish boundary. 

If you are already involved in the Brent Bird Survey, please continue to do so, as well as participating in

this new survey. 

HOW TO FILL IN AND RETURN THE FORM

Fill in your contact details and  information about your garden at the top of the form.

Against each species we'd prefer you to give the maximum count seen at any one time . However if you

don't have a count just enter a 'P' (ie Present). Only include birds that you consider are using your house

or garden for perching, resting, bathing, feeding, nesting etc. Thus, for example, high soaring Buzzards or

Herring Gulls flying over would normally be excluded, but hunting Sparrowhawks and feeding Swallows

(only likely in April) would be included.

If you see any species that are not listed, add them in the blank lines at the end of the form.

If you have problems identifying a bird, please try to get a photo and/or provide a short description and get

in touch with us.

Use the Comments column for any additional information you think may be relevant, and continue on a

separate sheet if necessary.

At the end of December, and again at the end of April, please return your forms to us so that we can

analyse the results and provide feedback. Email is preferred, but printed forms can be handed in at

art works in an envelope marked 'Brent Birders' or posted to Peter Reay, Crooked Fir, Moorland Park,

South Brent, Devon, TQ10 9AS.

FURTHER INFORMATION

Our website at brentbirdsurvey.co.uk will show news and progress during the Brent Birders Garden Bird

Survey and will display the results following analysis of your sightings.

If you have and questions or need help or clarification please contact us at brentbirdsurvey@gmail.com or

Mike Goss on 01364 72539 or at mrgandjng@tiscali.co.uk


