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BRENT BIRD SURVEY  
DRAFT CHANGES TO THE GUIDELINES for 2015 

 

1. Recording form (birds). The Single Month and Single Square forms have been replaced 

by a single form, and this can be used for either for a single month or a single square, 

depending on your preference. It’s just a question of making sure that the relevant month 

and square appear at the head of each column of records. 

2. Identifying squares. Although the Parish Map should be adequate in most cases, it is best 

used in conjunction with larger scale maps, GPS position finders, or apps for smart phones 

when working close to a square boundary.  

3. Improving coverage and accessing land. We would like to encourage more observers to 

venture out of their gardens and visit more places, and even other squares (!), in 2015. The 

more familiar with an area you become, the more you are likely to see and hear, so a useful 

approach is to choose an area (hopefully in addition to your garden), whether it’s part of a 

square, a whole square or several squares, and visit it at least once a month throughout the 

year. If the area is private land to which you have been given access, please let us know so 

that we can maintain a register of access, and also contact us before contacting a landowner 

about access, to see whether access has already been granted. This is to try to avoid the 

problem of a landowner being approached by several different people. 

4. Species list. The order of species on the recording forms remains the same, but the 

additional species recorded in 2014 have been included at the end of the list, in 

chronological order. If any other species occur, they can be added in the spaces at the end 

of the form. In addition to the species names, the official BTO one-or two-digit codes are 

given. These may be useful as a form of short-hand for recording birds in the field. ‘Gulls 

– mixed’ has been abandoned, as it can be assumed that almost all gulls in the parish are 

Herring Gulls (see also under Fly-overs below), but ‘Corvids – mixed’ has been retained. 

5. Maximum counts. This is an alternative to P. The idea is to record the maximum number 

of birds of a particular species that you can see at any one time, per month per square. It is 

usually only worth doing for flocking species, or birds gathering on garden feeders. For 

species which are fairly solitary, such as Robin, a P is adequate. However, for any species 

where 10 or more are seen together, please try to include a count or estimate of the number. 

6. Fly-overs. The flying-over category F has now been abandoned, except for Herring Gull. 

For this species there are now separate entries for birds flying over and birds landed Iin 

fields, roofs etc). If possible, please record the maximum number for both. For all other 

species record P, or maximum count, even if the birds are in flight, but if they definitely 

look as if they’re just flying through, please add a comment to this effect. 

7. Non-birds. For 2015, we would like you to record these on a monthly basis, as with the 

birds, so the new recording form is now in an identical format to the bird form. This should 

add interest to this aspect of the survey, and will make the records more useful to outside 

bodies such as Butterfly Conservation. If you are recording non-birds, please send your 

records in on a monthly basis, as with the bird records.  

8. Website. Don’t forget to make use the website www.brentbirdsurvey.co.uk on which are 

posted Recording Forms, Guidelines, the latest Monthly Summary, news items and survey 

results (including a parish map for each species). If you'd like to see any of your photos, 

news or latest observations on the website there's a feedback form on the site, or just send 

them to brentbirdsurvey@gmail.com.  

 
Mike Goss: 01364 72539; mrgandjng@tiscali.co.uk 

Peter Reay: 01364 73293; peter.p.j.reay@btinternet.com 
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