
Brent Bird Survey OCTOBER 2016 SUMMARY 

 

Twenty-five observers, 195 square visits, 82 bird species (cf. 21, 189 and 75 in September).  Another month of 

benign weather, and a good month for birds, with more species recorded than in previous Octobers, and there 

were more gains and ups than losses and downs compared to both September and previous Octobers.  

Butterflies continued their seasonal decline, but nine species were recorded.  Further details are as follows: 

1. GAINS.  No new species, but at last the first Little Egret of the year appeared.  Also new for the year 

were Firecrest and Yellow-browed Warbler, and both were only the second records of these species 

for the survey.  The following were also new for October: Barn Owl, Black-headed Gull, Brambling, 

Redstart and Willow Tit, and, these five, plus the following eight autumn/winter visitors were all 

additions from the previous month: Fieldfare, Golden Plover, Goosander, Hen Harrier, Merlin, 

Redwing, Ring Ouzel, and Woodcock.  (Although unidentified harriers were reported in August and 

September, the one recorded from several moorland squares during October was positively identified as 

Hen Harrier.  Previous records of this species during the survey have all been rather fleeting, so having 

one around for at least a month is very welcome.) 

2. LOSSES.  In contrast to September there were no records of Great Black-backed Gull and three 

summer visitors: Whinchat, Whitethroat and Willow Warbler.  Osprey, Pintail and Short-eared Owl 

all appeared in October 2015, but not this year. 

3. UPS.  Many species were found in more squares than in September, the biggest increases being for: 

Bullfinch, Goldcrest, Jay, Long-tailed Tit, Nuthatch, Pied Wagtail, Skylark, Snipe and 

Yellowhammer.  The following species were found in noticeably more squares than in the previous two 

Octobers: Canada Goose, Chiffchaff, Collared Dove, Herring Gull, Song Thrush and 

Yellowhammer. 

4. DOWNS.  The remaining summer visitors, Chiffchaff, House Martin, Swallow and Wheatear showed 

inevitable declines from the previous month, as did Cormorant, which is harder to explain.  The only 

species to show a marked decline in number of squares from previous Octobers was Marsh Tit.  

5. FLOCKING & SINGING.  Largest gatherings: 200 Jackdaw, 150 Starling, 100 Woodpigeon, 65 Pied 

Wagtail, 60 Linnet and Herring Gull, 48 Golden Plover and 40 Canada Goose and Mallard.  The 

September choir was joined by Dipper and Goldfinch. 

6. MIGRANTS.  Two Yellow-browed Warblers in Square 32 were a very good find.  It has been a good 

autumn for this sought-after migrant nationally, including Devon, but most records come from coastal 

sites.  It is yet another indication that stop over on their travels to rest and feed in the parish – and not 

just along the Avon valley, where most migrants have been recorded, including last year’s Yellow-

browed Warbler.  These little chaps breed in the Siberian taiga and are supposed to winter in SE Asia, 

so it’s not clear why they turn up so regularly in the British Isles.  During October, most of the summer 

visitors departed and most of the winter visitors arrived, though the latter would comprise a mixture of 

those staying here for the winter and others on their way further south.  Thus some of the Fieldfare and 

Redwing enjoying the glut of berries will probably remain with us until March, whereas others have 

probably already moved on.  The most obvious autumn migrant species was Ring Ouzel, recorded in 

eight squares, but mostly over a two-week period in early October.   

7. NON-BIRDS.  Hedgehogs were in six squares (highest number of the year so far) and Brown Hare in 

one. All three amphibians were recorded, but Slow-worm was the only reptile. Nine species of butterfly 

were recorded (as in October 2015, but cf. 17 in September). Red Admiral in 24 squares, as in 

September (but cf. only 10 in October 2015), was the most widespread. Speckled Wood in 12 squares 

(cf. 28 in September and 19 in October 2015) did less well. All others occurred in just one-two squares, 

most interesting being late Small Copper and Holly Blue. 

 

CONTRIBUTORS.  Thanks to the following for contributing records: Margaret & Philip Andrade, Dave & Jan 

Ayres, Wendy Blackwell, Eileen Blockly, Mick Bramich, John & Sylvia Caddick, Phil & Sue Dean, Laura Denning, 

Andrew & Kit Ferguson, Simon Geary, Mike & Jan Goss, Laurette Guest, Peter & Sylvia Hamilton, Paul & 

Barbara Heatley, Gill Honey, Steve Hopper, Mike Ingram, John Luscombe, Dave MacDiarmid, Jonathan 

Nicholson, Dave & Kate Pakes, Mike Passman, Jane Pickard, Adrian & Gaynor Platt, Gordon Raymont, Peter 

Reay & Lesley Austin, Val Stanley, Barrie Whitehall, Julia & Robin Willoughby and Margaret & Dave Worrall.  


