
Guidelines for filling in the form for the BRENT BIRDERS SPARROW SURVEY 2020 

 

• Thank you for taking part in the BRENT BIRDERS SPARROW SURVEY 2020. 

• Please fill in as many details as you can on the form but don’t worry if you don’t have the information (or time!) for 

all the boxes. 

• Even if you don't have sparrows in your garden we'd still like to know about sparrow-absence to help map where they 

occur and where they don't.  This helps us to understand their preferred breeding territories. 

• Please use a separate form for each recording site.  A site will probably be your house and garden.  However, please do 

feel free to record sparrows on other sites in South Brent parish to help boost the amount of data we collect. 

• If you have any questions or are unsure what to enter then please contact Steve Hopper at hopps1438@gmail.com or 

Mike Goss at mrgandjng@tiscali.co.uk 

• Please return the completed form to Mike Goss at the end of September 2020, preferably as an Excel file.  However, 

if you’ve created a hand-written form then either send it to Mike or scan it and send the scan. 

 

The following notes explain the different sections of the form: 

Sparrows Seen 

Quantity: For each month of the year enter the maximum number of sparrows seen at any one time.  Use the ranges: 0 

(absence of sparrows is useful information!), 1 to 5, 6 to 10, 11 to 20 and 20 or more. 

Frequency: For each month are sparrows seen Daily, Weekly, Occasionally or Never?  Enter D, W, O or N. 

Colour-ringed: Dave Scott will be putting coloured leg-rings on some of our sparrows.  Please record if you have seen any colour-

ringed sparrows in each month.  Enter Y or N for each month.  Note that more details of colour-ringed sparrows can be entered 

later in the form. 

‘Italian’ Sparrow: You will see only, or mostly, House Sparrows.  However, a bird similar to an Italian Sparrow has been seen in 

Steve Hopper’s garden.  Please record if you have seen any of these. Enter Y or N for each month.  Note that more details of 

‘Italian’ Sparrows can be entered later in the form.  More photos can be seen on the Brent Birders website, but these show the 

main differences: 

 

 

 
House Sparrow: Note grey/dull head and 

grey cheeks. 
 ‘Italian’ Sparrow: Note rich chestnut head 

and bright white on cheeks. 
 

Breeding 

We’d like to learn where sparrows are breeding in the parish.  Please indicate with a tick in this section where you have 

observed the five signs of breeding and the number of nests you have.  The five signs are:  Adult chirping from the nest ; Adult 

entering or leaving the nest ; Adult carrying nest material to the nest ; Feeding young at the nest ; Feeding young out of the nest. 
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Nest Sites 

Please give some details about the Sparrow nest sites: 

• The number of unused and used boxes and their height above ground-level 

• The age of buildings they’re using for nesting together with the number of nests and heights in the building 

• Other nest locations – for example, a hedgerow, garden wall etc.  indicate the location of the nest, for example 

hedgerow, garden wall etc. 

 

Feeding 

Include some information about your bid feeding.  Please indicate: 

• If you have bird feeders 

• Whether sparrows use these bird feeders 

• Which foods you provide for birds 

• Which foods are preferred by sparrows 

 

Colour-ringed Sparrows 

As stated above, Dave Scott will be putting coloured rings on some sparrows’ legs so that these individuals can be tracked.  The 

aim is to better understand the range and dispersal of sparrows. 

This part of the survey project is being registered with the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) and the whole village is being 

considered as a BTO RAS (Retrapping Adults for Survival) site.  Dave is a registered bird ringer. 

If you do see any sparrows with colour-rings on their legs, please record the colours.  There should be two on one leg and a 

single colour on the other leg.  You may well need binoculars to see the colours but if you don’t see the individual colours just 

indicate that a colour-ringed has been seen, recording the date and time of day. 

 

‘Italian’ Sparrow 

If you see an Italian-like sparrow do, try to take a photo of it.  Also, enter the record on the form, giving: the number seen, what 

they were doing at the time (feeding, chirping from a tree etc) and the date and time of day. 

 

Other Bird Species 

If you spot any other bird species nesting in or on your house/building, then please record them in this section.  Simply put a 

letter ‘y’ next to the appropriate name (Starling, Jackdaw, Swift, House Martin, Swallow, Pied Wagtail or Spotted Flycatcher).  If 

you have species not listed, then add them into the ‘Other’ boxes. 

 

Details of site 

Finally please put in your name and contact details.  Also, put any details you think may be relevant about the site you’re 

recording from and any other comments which may be helpful to understanding South Brent sparrow behaviour. 

 

Questions 

If you have any questions about the SOUTH BRENT SPARROW SURVEY 2020, or need help with the form, please contact Steve 

Hopper at hopps1438@gmail.com or Mike Goss at mrgandjng@tiscali.co.uk.  The form and its guidelines can be downloaded 

from our website at brentbirdsurvey.co.uk in pdf format (to print out and then write on) or as a Microsoft Excel file (to enter the 

information on a computer). 


