
Reay’s Riveting Resumé: 14‒20 November 2016 

 
Blackcap and Chiffchaff are mostly summer visitors and passage migrants to the parish, but a 

small number visit during the winter months.  Bearing in mind the last records of these species, on 3 

and 25 October respectively, those seen this week are more likely to be early winter visitors than 

late autumn migrants.  The Chiffchaff was in a Stidston garden on the 16th and three Blackcaps 

(two males, one female) were near the entrance to Fat Man’s Alley on the 19th.  In contrast to those 

present in spring and summer, the winter birds do not sing, but there is some song at this time of 

year, and the latest to join in was a Mistle Thrush near Aish on the 15th.  

 

Quite vocal, but not really singing, are the Pied Wagtails which gather on roof tops before going to 

roost in the buddleia bushes between the railway and Village Hall at this time of year.  A 

synchronised count by five observers covering the whole area around the station at around 4.30 pm 

on the 16th produced an impressive count of 220.  This is more than double the previous highest 

count there. 

 

The most obvious winter visitors encountered during the week were Fieldfare, Redwing, Golden 

Plover and Woodcock, all from Iceland and the Continent, as well as irregular local visitors such as 

Barn Owl and Peregrine.  Teal probably qualify as winter visitors, but unlike the other species, 

may just be from further north in Britain.  Over 30 have been reported from a private pond in the 

parish, which was established to attract duck for shooting.  This mostly involves Mallard, but some 

of the Teal have also been shot.  Most of us are probably do not agree with such ‘sport’, but it is 

perfectly legal and (I am assured) well managed, and at least for the survivors possibly beneficial in 

terms of provision of food and habitat.  Fortunately, although duck, Snipe, Woodcock and the more 

usual quarries are shot in the parish, it seems to be on a small scale relative to many other places. 

 

Small birds are now very hard to find on the moor, and some have probably moved out of the parish 

for the winter.  Others, however, may remain in the local area, and it is possible that some of the 

Meadow Pipits recorded in fields south of the A38, may have bred on Dartmoor, and this may also 

apply to the pair of Stonechats, seen in a field near Bradridge Cross on the 14th.  At least one was 

present in the same field in December last year, and in January, February and October of this, so an 

established wintering site.  It is always worth scanning fields and hedgerows for these and other 

wintering birds, and this particularly applies to stubble fields.  There were over 10 Stock Doves in 

one near Marley head on the 17th. 

 

And finally, just in, an excellent record of a Short-eared Owl hunting in and out of the parish 

boundary below Three Barrows on the 20th. 

. 

Please send any interesting sightings for next week to peter.p.j.reay@btinternet.com by 6 pm on 

Sunday.  
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