
Brent Bird Survey APRIL 2016 SUMMARY 

Twenty-seven observers, 214 square visits, 77 bird species (including one new to survey) and six butterflies (cf. 

31, 240, 75 and four in March).  The weather again caused problems, but in spite of the cold spring, summer 

visitors continued to arrive, resulting in more singing and breeding activity than in March, but probably less than 

in April 2015.  Some notable occurrences and absences are as follows: 

[Black-headed Gull & Little Egret.  Perhaps not expected in April, but still no records this year.] 

Buzzard, Collared Dove, Mistle Thrush & Yellowhammer.  Occurred in 45, 20, 26 and 17 squares respectively 

– all new monthly highs. 

Common Sandpiper, Grasshopper Warbler, Pied Flycatcher & Woodcock.  First April records for the survey.  

Although the flycatchers were showing interest in nest boxes in private woodland, it seems that they moved on - 

so still no breeding record for the survey. 

Cuckoo.  Arrived on cue, but recorded in fewer squares than in April 2014 and 2015, though one near Larcombe 

on 28 April was the first south of the A38, presumably a migrant heading north. 

[Garden Warbler, Redstart & Whitethroat.  No records this year, but all recorded in the previous two Aprils.] 

House Martin, Swift, Whinchat & Willow Warbler.  First arrivals of these summer visitors, recorded in 4, 2, 3 

and 17 squares respectively. 

[Kingfisher.  Not recorded, as in the previous two Aprils, the only month with no Brent records.  Presumably they 

are quietly excavating nests and laying eggs at this time, hopefully somewhere in the parish.]  

Linnet.  After an absence in March, suddenly appeared in three scattered squares on 5 April.  Recorded from 11 

squares in total, scattered throughout the parish, but this was down on the 17 of April 2015. 

Little Grebe.  Now recorded, probably breeding, from a second private lake in the parish. 

[Redwing & Fieldfare.  No records, compared to at least one of these winter visitors occurring in previous 

Aprils.] 

Ring Ouzel.  Three above the Avon Dam Reservoir on 20 April, the first of the year, and on their way north. 

Skylark.  Recorded from 33 squares, as in April 2015, continuing the year’s upward trend (from zero in Dec, five 

in Jan, 18 in Feb and 31 in Feb). 

Snipe.  Although found in the parish in all months, Snipe are more widespread in winter, though the drop from 

eight squares in March to only one in April was more severe than the drop from five to four in 2015. 

Starling.  Down to 10 squares from the 19 recorded in March, but this was the same as in previous Aprils and 

presumably reflects the distribution of the breeding population. 

Swallow.  A big increase, from three squares in March to 36, as in 2015. 

Tufted Duck.  New for the parish.  A pair was first noted at the fishing lakes on 26 April.  At least one was seen 

to fly, so hopefully wild birds rather than an introduction. 

Non-birds.  Records submitted by 18 observers, revealed only six species of butterfly, an advance on the four of 
March, but poor compared to the 11 of April 2015: Brimstone (3 squares), Orange-tip (4), Peacock (7), Small 
Tortoiseshell (2), Small White (2) and Speckled Wood (1) plus unidentified whites (5).  Lizards were in three 
moorland squares and Slow-worms in three more central ones.  Snakes were not recorded, while Newt, Frog 
and Toad were present but under-recorded.  Bats and Hedgehogs were each in three squares, compared to 
one and zero respectively in 2015, Brown Hares were seen near Bradridge and Dormouse-nibbled hazelnut 
shells found below Brent Hill (though probably not nibbled in April).  Roe Deer sightings increase at this time of 
year, and records from 10 squares compared to five in March was similar to 2015. 

 

CONTRIBUTORS.  Thanks to the following for contributing records: Margaret & Philip Andrade, Eileen 

Blockly, John Cranch, Phil & Sue Dean, Andrew & Kit Ferguson, Simon Geary, Mike & Jan Goss, Adam 

and Lucy Grant, Laurette Guest, Clare Guthrie, Sylvia & Peter Hamilton, Helen Harvey, Gill Honey, Steve 

Hopper, Ann & Tim Ley, John Luscombe, Dave MacDiarmid, Jonathan Nicholson, Dave & Kate Pakes, Jo 

Pelly, Jane Pickard, Adrian & Gaynor Platt, Gordon Raymont, Peter Reay & Lesley Austin, Tony Rose, Val 

Stanley, Barrie Whitehall, Julia & Robin Willoughby and John Wilson.                                    PR 28/05/2016 


